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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  .  .  .  .  .  .  I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weobley  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Brewster,  Gentlemen 

The  Annual  Report  presented  herewith  has,  as  usual,  been  prepared  jointly 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself. 

During  the  year  under  review,  we  had  one  of  our  periodical  epidemics  of 
Measles.  The  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 
but  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  during  the  second  quarter.  As  is  usual 
nowadays,  the  infection  was  characteristically  mild,  and  serious  complications 
were  few. 

On  10th  July,  1956,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  held  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  Council’s  proposals  for  the  provision  of  a  piped  water 
supply  throughout  the  district.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Minister’s  decision 
is  awaited  with  keen  interest.  From  many  points  of  view,  social,  domestic  and 
economic,  the  whole  future  of  our  district  is  bound  up  with  that  basic  necessity 
of  modern  community  life— adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  piped  water.  The 
evidence  presented  at  the  Inquiry  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  is  included  as  an  addendum  to  this  report. 

A  noteworthy  event  of  1956  was  the  passing  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
(Change  of  Designation)  Act  which  provides  that  Sanitary  Inspectors  shall  in 
future  be  called  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Even  a  cursory  study  of  the  history 
of  public  health  in  Britain  will  reveal  to  the  student  the  key  position  occupied 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  from  the  earliest  days.  That  he  should  have  been 
called  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  tribute  to  him  as  an  individual,  to  his  profession, 
and  also  to  the  good  sense  and  the  knowledge  of  the  classics  of  our  forebears, 
who  thought  it  appropriate  to  give  him  a  designation  derived  from  the  Latin, 
sanitas — pertaining  to  and  concerned  with  the  preservation  of  health.  It  may 
be  a  reflection  on  the  lowly  place  now  occupied  by  the  classics  in  school 
curricula  that  “  sanitary  ”  is,  in  the  minds  of  many  people,  more  closeiy 
associated  with  drains  than  with  “  health  ”  ;  hence  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  give  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a  new  title. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Evans  as  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  was  made  on  December  5th,  1956.  It 
was  arranged  that  he  would  commence  duty  on  March  1st,  1957.  on  which 
date  my  temporary  appointment  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will 
terminate. 
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In  view  of  my  recent  change  of  appointment  this  will  be  the  last  annual 
report  that  I  will  present  to  you  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I  shall  re¬ 
tain  very  warm  memories  of  my  years  of  service,  and  of  the  happy  relations 
that  exist  among  officers  and  between  members  of  the  council  and  staff, — a  spirit 
of  harmony  that  contributes  much  to  the  effectiveness  of  work  in  the  local 
government  service. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Office, 

4,  Church  Street, 

Leominster 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  according  to  the 
Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 
(Illegitimate) 


STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

(Illegitimate) 


Total 

143 

7 

150 

4 


Male 

63 

2 


DEATHS  .  81 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate)  ....  4 

(Illegitimate)  ....  — 

4 


41 
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COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1956 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population) 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


49,727 

6,930 

2,145 

£35,228 

£131 


Female 

80 

5 


2 


40 


3 


21.6 

15.7 

26.0 

23.0 

11.7 

11.7 

26.7 

23.8 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 


and  EMPLOYMENT  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  district  is  situated  in  the  North  Western  portion  of  the  County  and 
comprise  26  parishes,  each  having  a  village  or  hamlet  as  its  nucleus. 

The  largest  centre  of  the  community  is  at  Weobley,  followed  by  Foxley, 
Eardisland,  Dilwyn,  Almeley  and  Canon  Pyon. 

Agriculture  is  the  principal  industry  and  the  major  portion  of  the 
population  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  it.  In  recent  years 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  travelling  daily  to  employ¬ 
ment  in  either  Hereford  or  Leominster.  This  may  be  due  in  some  measure  to 
the  increasing  mechanisation  of  farming  and  possibly  also  to  the  greater 
incentives  or  better  conditions  frequently  offered  in  other  industries. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Although  the  Council’s  proposals  for  the  development  of  a  regional 
scheme  to  supply  water  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  district  were  deposited 
with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  at  Whitehall  during  May 
1953,  it  was  not  until  10th  July,  1956  that  the  Ministry  held  a  Public  Inquiry. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  were  still  waiting  to  receive  the  Minister's 
observations. 

In  the  meanwhile,  housing  schemes  have  been  delayed ;  and  Weobley 
remains  the  only  village  in  the  district  that  is  provided  with  a  public  mains 
water  supply  scheme. 

No  cases  of  water  shortage  were  reported  during  the  year  insofar  as  the 
Weobley  Village  supply  was  concerned.  On  account  of  the  approaching 
completion  of  4  1  Council  Houses  at  Burton  Wood,  the  Council  installed  a  new 
pump  to  act  as  a  standby  in  the  event  of  the  original  pump  requiring  repairs- 
This  installation  ensures  that  sufficient  water  can  be  pumped  to  the  high  level 
tower  at  Burton  Wood,  to  meet  the  demands  not  only  of  the  new  Council 
Houses,  but  of  new  private  dwellings  as  well. 

Chlorination  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained,  the  amount  of  residual 
chlorine  having  been  carefully  checked  daily. 

The  estimated  average  daily  flow  from  the  Hurst  springs  was  24,070  g.p.d. 
whilst  the  estimated  daily  consumption  of  water  from  this  supply  was  17,260 
g.p.d.  (an  increase  of  672  g.p.d.  over  1955). 


DOMESTIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Individual  Houses  with  Piped  Water  ....  1  37 

Houses  supplied  from  Stand  Pipes  ....  6 

Metered  Supplies  (Schools,  Farms,  etc.) 

During  the  year  one  additional  connection  was  installed  to  provide 
a  separate  supply  to  a  dwelling  previously  supplied  jointly  with  another 
property  and  one  additional  metered  connection  was  provided  to  a  farm. 
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PARISH  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Wells  and  (occasionally)  springs  are  still  the  chief  source  of  supply  in  the 
area  except  that  the  parishes  of  Mansel  Lacy,  Yazor,  and  Byford  receive  a  piped 
supply  from  the  Byford  Installation. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  and  outline  proposals  placed  before  the 
Council  with  a  view  to  the  submission  of  proposals  to  the  Ministry  in  respect 
of  a  piped  water  supply  for  Bishopstone  Village. 

The  Council  decided,  however,  to  defer  the  proposals  until  the  Minister’s 
observations  on  the  first  phase  of  the  Regional  Water  Scheme  were  made  known. 

Small  private  supplies  are  still  in  use  at  Eardisland,  Dilwyn,  Mansell 
Gamage,  Canon  Pyon  and  Staunton-on-Wye,  but  these  do  not  cater  for  the 
bulk  of  the  population  in  those  areas. 

WATER  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 

The  delay  with  the  scheme  for  the  installation  of  a  3  in.  diameter  main 
extending  from  the  Leominster  Borough  Council’s  main  at  Hyde  Ash  to  supply 
farms  in  the  Dorestone  area  of  Birley  and  parts  of  Dilwyn  still  continues. 
Apparently  the  Leominster  Borough  Council  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry, 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  settle  the  text  of  the  Draft  Water  Agreement. 

During  1955  the  Council  were  informed  of  the  extent  of  grant-in-aid  offered 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  the  Birley  Scheme  but  pending  settlement  of 
the  Draft  Agreement,  the  agricultural  holdings  and  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
district  are  obliged  to  continue  grimly  tolerating  their  existing  unsatisfactory 
water  supply  circumstances. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

The  private  water  supply  schemes  for  the  Dilwyn,  Eardisland  and  Almeley 
housing  schemes  have  functioned  very  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

The  Council  accepted  a  recommendation  towards  the  close  of  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  installation  of  an  electrically  operated  chlorinator  at  Eardisland. 

This  apparatus,  when  installed,  will  serve  as  a  safeguard  to  this  supply, 
which  ultimately  will,  it  is  anticipated,  be  harnessed  to  supply  the  whole 
village. 


THE  EXAMINATION  AND  SAMPLING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  173  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  as  follows  : 

Table  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (chlorinated) 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (not  chlorinated) 
Council  Houses  :  Almeley 

Bishopstone 
Canon  Pyon 
Dilwyn 
Eardisland 
Norton  Canon 

Other  Supplies  (wells,  springs  and  private  supplies) 


Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Total 

16 

— 

16 

20 

11 

31 

5 

2 

7 

3 

— 

3 

2 

2 

4 

11 

— 

11 

8 

11 

19 

2 

3 

5 

37 

40 

77 

104 

69 

173 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

A  commencement  was  made  on  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal 
works  for  Weobley  Village  during  May  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year  the 
works  were  approximately  fifty  per  cent,  completed.  Difficult  working  condi¬ 
tions  have  resulted  in  the  construction  programme  proceeding  at  a  much  slower 
pace  than  was  originally  anticipated. 

Complaints  have  from  time  to  time  been  received  concerning  the  Dilwyn 
Village  sewer  outfall  for  which  a  scheme  of  improvements  was  submitted  to  the 
Minister  during  May,  1955. 

The  Council  has  been  advised  by  the  Minister  that  certain  further  informa¬ 
tion  is  required  and  when  this  is  available  no  doubt  in  due  course  a  Public 
Inquiry  will  be  held. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Throughout  the  year  the  collection  service  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
and  on  the  instructions  of  the  Council  the  service  has  been  extended  to  cover 
further  properties. 

The  volume  of  refuse  placed  out  for  collection  is  still  on  the  increase  and 
if  this  continues  it  is  considered  possible  that  the  present  collection  scheme  will 
require  revision. 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  a  further  request  from  the  Weobley 
Parish  Council  asking  for  a  more  frequent  collection  of  household  refuse,  but 
on  the  grounds  of  increased  expenditure  the  request  was  not  acceded  to. 

From  a  public  health  point  of  view,  following  the  completion  of  the 
Council  Housing  Estates  at  Almeley,  Dilwyn,  Eardisland  and  Weobley,  a  more 
frequent  collection  of  household  refuse  is  to  be  commended. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  tip  at  Stretford  tidy  and  tipped  refuse  is 
covered  with  soil  or  similar  materials  when  available. 

From  1st  January  to  31st  December  the  vehicle  travelled  a  total  of  6,479 
miles.  Of  this  6,387  were  in  connection  with  the  refuse  collection  and  for  the 
remainder  (92  miles)  the  vehicle  was  engaged  on  other  work. 

The  estimated  average  miles  per  gallon  is  7.6  m.p.g. 

Clean  waste  paper  and  cardboard  is  accepted  for  salvage,  if  placed  out  for 
collection. 

DISINFECTIONS 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  as  requisite.  Formalin  gas  or  Sulphur 
dioxide  being  employed  when  appropriate. 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949- 
RODENT  CONTROL 

Throughout  the  year  at  bi-monthly  intervals  the  Council’s  Pests  Inspector 
has  proceeded  with  a  routine  survey  of  the  entire  area. 

Also  Local  Authority  properties  (sewers,  refuse  tips,  etc.)  have  been  treated 
with  poison  bait  at  regular  intervals. 

Treatment  of  dwellings  and  business  premises  has  been  carried  out  on 
notification  or  as  a  result  of  the  district  survey. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  treatment  of  farm  premises.  This 
work  is  discharged  by  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  constant 
liaison  is  maintained  with  that  Committee’s  Rodent  Officers. 

The  following  table  describes  the  properties  dealt  with  and  visits  made 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control. 
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RODENT  CONTROL— SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND 
TREATMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1956 


Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  district  .... 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total 

12 

1780 

383 

126 

2301 

Number  of  properties  inspect¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Authority  dur¬ 
ing  1956  as  a  result  of  notifica¬ 
tion  ....  ....  .... 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

• 

Nil 

7 

Number  of  properties  inspect¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Authority  dur¬ 
ing  1956  as  a  result  of  survey 

12 

793 

500 

86 

1391 

Total  number  of  visits  made 
during  1956 

50 

850 

500 

86 

1486 

Number  of  propert¬ 
ies  inspected  which  (a)  Major 
were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  (b)  Minor 
with  rats 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

50 

Nil 

6 

60 

Number  of  propert¬ 
ies  inspected  which  (a)  Major 
were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  (b)  Minor 
with  mice 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  .... 

4 

57 

Nil 

19 

80 

Number  of  (1)  Treatment 
notices  served 

under  Section  (2)  Structural 
Four  Works 

(i.e.  proofing) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  Four 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Legal  Proceedings  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  block  control 
schemes  carried  out 

7 

BJock  control  schemes  are  carried  out  when,  after  survey  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  two  or  more  adjoining  properties  are  infested. 


* 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 

As  required  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Paragraph  1 8  of  Article 
27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 


Inspections  under 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

Building  Inspections  and  New 
Buildings  (including  drain 
Testing) 

243 

• 

Building  Byelaws 

2 

5 

— 

5 

Building  Plans 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Building  Sites 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Management 
and  Maintenance 

241 

Council  Housing  Schemes 

168 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Tenancy 
Investigations 

65 

_ 

_ 

— w — 

Drainage 

13 

2 

— 

1 

Dairies 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfestations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Establishment 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises 

8 

1 

— 

1 

Housing  Act,  1949 

67 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Inspections 

106 

3 

— 

3 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters 

7 

1 

— 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Meat  Inspection 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Supplies  and  Samples 

70 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

70 

— 

— 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Nuisances 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Petroleum  Inspections 

5 

3 

— 

3 

Planning  Duties 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Offices 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .... 

24 

— 

— 

— 

Rodent  Control 

7 

6 

— 

6 

Sale  of  Ice-cream  and 
Samples 

11 

— — 

— 

— 

Sewage  Disposal 

55 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Valuation  of  Property 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  and  Supplies 

348 

7 

■ 

7 

1657 

36 

— 

35 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

There  are  no  large  factories  within  this  Rural  Area  and  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  such  factories  as  exist  is  quite  small. 

The  list  of  factories  within  the  rural  area  is  as  follows  : 


FACTORIES 

Mechanical  Power 
with  without 

Total 

Other 

Premises 

Almeley 

.... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Blakemere  .... 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

Byford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon  .... 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Dilwyn 

.... 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Eardisland  .... 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Kinnersley  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Moccas 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Norton  Canon 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Preston-on-Wye 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Weobley 

.... 

6 

— 

6 

1 

14 

_ 

14 

10 

The  “  Other  Premises  ”  described  In  the  above  list  of  factories  include 
workshops,  such  as  tradesmen’s  premises  at  which  no-one  except  the  owner  or 
owners  are  employed.  These  premises  are  outside  the  definition  of  “  Factories  ” 
as  described  in  the  Act. 


HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT 

The  several  increases  in  the  rates  for  borrowing  money  for  Council 
Housing  Schemes  have  had  the  effect  in  this  area  of  bringing  projected  schemes 
to  a  standstill.  Council  houses  are  still  in  the  main  occupied  by  non-agricultural 
workers  many  of  whom  in  addition  to  the  weekly  rentals  have  considerable 
expenses  to  meet  travelling  to  and  from  work.  The  Council  on  the  other  hand, 
on  account  of  low  rateable  values,  finds  it  almost  impossible  to  subsidise  rentals 
from  the  General  Rate  Fund. 

If  a  reasonable  level  of  new  building  is  to  be  maintained  in  areas  of  this 
character,  it  is  considered  that  special  financial  provisions  should  be  made 
available,  otherwise  there  is  every  possibility  that,  gradually,  in  the  future,  these 
districts  will  become  further  denuded  of  population. 


A  SUMMARY  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSING  SCHEMES  IS  AS  FOLLOWS  : 


Com¬ 

pleted 

Under 

con- 

Year  struction 

Houses  in 
Preparatory 

Year  stages  Year 

Almeley 

8 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bishopstone 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

24 

1953 

Dilwyn 

12 

1953 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eardisland 

4 

1954 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Norton  Canon  .... 

2 

1944 

— 

— 

12 

1952 

Staunton-on-Wye 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

1952 

Weobley 

14 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1956 

9 

1956 

— 

— 

(Conversion) 

1 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Conversions) 

2 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Conversions) 

5 

1952 

_ 

3 

1954 

PRIVATE  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

Seven  new  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  further  five  was  commenced. 

Wherever  possible  the  utmost  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  staff  to 
promote  private  building. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

A  total  of  ten  improvement  schemes  were  approved  by  the  Council  during 
the  year. 

Since  1952  (when  the  Council  first  implemented  the  provisions  of  the  Act) 
a  total  of  35  proposals  have  been  approved  by  the  Council,  one  of  which  was 
later  withdrawn  by  the  applicant. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

Following  the  resignation  of  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in 
January,  1956,  the  Council  advertised  on  two  occasions  for  another  officer. 
Eventually,  in  conjunction  with  two  neighbouring  authorities  the  Council 
appointed  an  officer  to  commence  duties  on  1st  January,  1957,  six  months  of 
his  time  to  be  spent  in  this  Council’s  area. 

Thus,  with  regard  to  the  rural  housing  survey,  some  twelve  months  have 
been  lost  and  on  a  part  time  basis,  it  is  likely  that  the  completion  of  the  survey 
will  take  several  years,  with  the  result  that  any  action  taken  arising  out  of  the 
survey  may  be  long  delayed. 

BUILDING  PLANS 

A  total  of  92  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  31st  as  follows  : 

Plans  and  particulars  relating  to  : 


Private  Houses  ....  ....  ....  8 

Alteration  and  Additions  ....  ....  27 

Conversion  of  Houses  ....  ....  ....  2 

Drainage  Systems  (Installations  and  Altera¬ 
tions  ....  ....  ....  6 

Schools  (Alterations  and  Additions)  ....  2 

Licenced  Premises  ....  ....  ....  1 

Farm  Buildings  ....  ....  ....  9 

Private  Garages  ....  ....  i...  6 

Accesses  ....  ....  ....  1 

Advertisement  Signs  ....  ....  ....  4 

Overhead  Lines  for  Electricity  Board  ....  7 

Overhead  Lines  for  Private  Persons  ....  1 

Poultry  Houses  ....  ....  ....  4 

Tool  Sheds,  Coal  Sheds,  etc .  ....  6 

Change  of  use  of  land  or  buildings  ....  1 

Erection  of  Shop  and  Dwelling  ....  ....  1 

Sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  *  1 

Sites  for  Private  Dwellings  ....  ....  4 

Sites  for  Telephone  Exchange  ....  ....  *1 

92 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  petrol  storage  capacity  amounted  to  22,450 
gallons. 

There  are  six  petrol  filling  stations  and  35  private  storage  tanks,  licensed 
for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 

No  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of  carbide. 


HOP-PICKERS’  DWELLINGS 

The  introduction  of  machinery  for  hop-picking  has  meant  that  local  labour 
has  largely  satisfied  the  demands  on  smaller  farms,  thus  very  few  dwellings  were 
used  during  the  season. 

Number  of  Farms  having  accommodation  for  pickers  ....  2 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ....  •  7 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  control  of  milk  supplies  is  administered  by  the  National  Agricultural 
Advisory  Service. 

SCHOOL  MILK 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  of  milk  are  obtained 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  biological  examination. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  samples  taken  ....  64 

Number  of  Biological  samples  taken  ....  ....  ••••  1 7 

Total  ....  8 1 

This  year  forty-eight  more  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  as 
compared  with  1955. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  both  of  which  have 
been  regularly  used  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  16  Beasts,  1  Calf,  20  Pigs,  99  Sheep  and  52  Lambs 
were  slaughtered  at  the  two  establishments  and  after  inspection  the  following 
meat  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  voluntarily 

surrendered. 

3  whole  Sheep’s  livers  ;  2  whole  Bovine  Livers  ;  1  Pig's  liver. 

The  general  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  is  high. 

THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the  area.  All  ice-cream 
sold  is  obtained  in  pre-packed  wrappers  from  reputable  manufacturers  and 
stored  in  refrigerator  containers  prior  to  sale. 

Thirteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  1  4  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Number  of  ice-cream  samples  submitted  for  examination  ....  9 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  list  of  food  premises  within  the  rural  area  is  as  follows  . 

Premises  Number 


Bakehouses 

3 

Butcher’s  Shops  .... 

2 

Grocer’s  Shops 

21 

Inns  and  Hotels  .... 

23 

Snack  Bars 

1 

50 

Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Age  of  Patient 


Disease 

0-1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  and 
over 

Un¬ 

known 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

9 

9 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

41 

Measles 

3 

16 

20 

53 

17 

— 

6 

3 

118 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

9 

— 

13 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis 

(Non-Pulmonary) 

■  1 

" 

■  1 

11 

1 

y 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1956  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
fifty  males  and  twenty-nine  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  three  new  cases  were  notified,  two  Pulmonary 
and  one  non-Pulmonary  ;  and  ten  cases  moved  into  the  district,  nine 
Pulmonary  and  one  non-Pulmonary. 

During  the  same  period  three  persons  recovered,  six  left  the  district, 
and  one  died. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  treated  during  the  year  : 


Age  at  date  of 

Immunisation 

Immunisation 

Vaccination 

immunisation 

against 

against 

against 

or  vaccination 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Smallpox 

Under  1  year 

57 

56 

62 

1  year 

37 

28 

5 

2  years 

3 

8 

— 

3  years 

4 

1 

2 

4  years 

2 

6 

— 

5-9  years 

22 

— 

3 

10-14  years 

5 

— 

— 

15  years  and  over 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

130 

99 

74 

Reinforcing  Injections 

165 

— 

33 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a  County  Council  responsibility  and 
the  figures  given  above  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .... 

5 

5 

10 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

6 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

5 

11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

9 

17 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

— 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

\ 

— 

1 

All  causes 

41 

40 

81 
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COMPREHENSIVE  WATER  SCHEME 


PUBLIC  INQUIRY  BY  THE  MINISTER  OF  HOUSING  AND 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AT  WEOBLEY,  ON  10th  JULY,  1956 


EVIDENCE  PRESENTED  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 

(1)  The  Water  Act,  1945,  placed  a  duty  on  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
Council  to  provide  wholesome  water  in  pipes  to  every  part  of  their 
district  in  which  there  are  houses  or  schools,  and  also  to  supply  water 
for  purposes  other  than  domestic  purposes.  The  comprehensive  scheme 
under  consideration  has  been  prepared  with  the  object  of  discharging 
that  duty  in  those  parts  of  the  district  in  which  the  need  is  great  and 
to  which  supplies  of  water  can  be  most  readily  conveyed  from  the  exist¬ 
ing  sources  at  Byford,  Dilwyn  and  Eardisland. 

(2)  In  view  of  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  state  of  the  water  supplies  within 
the  district  and  the  urgency  of  the  need  to  provide  pure  piped  water,  it 
may  be  asked  why  has  the  Council  allowed  almost  a  decade  to  slip  by 
from  the  passing  of  the  Water  Act  and  their  submission  of  this  public 
water  scheme.  If  the  position  regarding  water  supplies  is  as  bad  as  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  I*  maintain  it  is,  you.  Sir,  may  quite 
justifiably  enquire  if  there  has  been  a  recent  deterioration  in  the  quality 
or  quantity  of  water  available  from  existing  sources  to  make  it  essential 
for  the  Council  to  prepare  this  comprehensive  scheme  now  ;  and  also 
to  make  it  my  duty  as  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  urge  the 
approval  of  the  Council’s  proposals,  and  that  they  be  accorded  the 
highest  priority  when  credit  restrictions  are  raised. 

The  answer  is  that  there  has  been  no  sudden  shortage  nor  any  recent 
increase  in  the  pollution  of  the  wells  and  springs.  We  have  always 
had  to  face  periodical  shortages  of  water  in  drought  periods  and  large 
numbers  of  our  domestic  wells  are  normally,  and  have,  for  long  been 
subject  to  excretal  pollution.  The  reason  why  the  Council  did  not 
proceed  wnh  the  submission  of  a  scheme  immediately  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  was  not  that  the  need  did  not  exist.  It  did  exist 
then  as  it  dc^s  now.  That  was  fully  recognised  by  the  Council,  but  in 
the  light  of  a  survey  carried  out  by  Major  A.  H.  S.  Waters,  Consulting 
Civil  Engineer,  and  of  his  Report  dated  18th  December,  1947,  it  seemed 
to  the  Council  that  the  estimated  cost  of  over  £300,000  for  providing 
piped  water  throughout  the  area  was  really  prohibitive  and  could  not 
be  entertained  by  a  district  such  as  this  with  a  small  population  and  a 
low  rateable  value.  It  should  not,  therefore,  be  inferred  from  the 
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delay  that  has  occurred,  that  a  genuine  need  does  not  exist.  1  am 
anxious  to  make  that  clear. 

(3)  Existing  water  supplies  in  Weobley  Rural  District  are,  in  the  main, 
shallow  wells  situated  close  to  the  properties  served.  Large  nanoers 
of  them  are  subject  to  intermittent  pollution  with  organisms  of  ex:retal 
origin  and  many  others  are  perpetually  polluted,  the  water  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  in  the  raw  state.  Land  springs  provide  water 
for  a  few  properties  and  they  also,  from  their  nature,  are  variable  in 
both  quantity  and  quality.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  will  deal  more 
fully  with  this  aspect  in  his  statement ;  and  laboratory  reports  on 
routine  samples  taken  at  points  throughout  the  distict  will  be  submitted 
by  him  as  evidence. 

(4)  Piped  water  supplies  in  the  district  are  few  in  number  and  are  privately 
owned,  apart  from  the  Weobley  village  supply,  and  those  other 
piped  supplies  installed  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts 
and  therefore  restricted  for  use  to  Council  house  tenants.  The  principal 
private  piped  supplies  are  the  property  of  the  larger  landowners  ; 
one  of  them  being  the  County  Council.  Only  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  houses  are  connected  in  the  parishes  with  the  larger  supplies 
which  are  Yazor,  Mansell  Gamage,  and  Almeley.  The  Byford  Intake 
and  pumping  station  and  the  water  mains  and  reticulation  at  Foxley 
and  Mansell  Lacy  being  the  subject  of  the  Council’s  application  are 
excluded  from  this  survey. 

None  of  our  villages  or  hamlets  has  proper  piped  water  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  already  mentioned,  Weobley  and  Mansell  Lacy. 
The  others,  Eardisland,  Dilwyn,  Almeley,  and  Staunton-on-Wye  subsist 
on  well  waters,  many  of  which  are  polluted  or  are  so  fluctuating 
in  amount  in  accordance  with  the  rainfall,  that  strict  conservation  has 
to  be  maintained  by  householders.  The  same  applies  to  the  aggregations 
of  dwellings  at,  or  near,  the  parish  Church,  the  local  school,  and  the 
local  post  office  in  those  parishes  without  a  clearly  defined  village  or 
hamlet.  These  scattered  centres  of  population  are  badly  in  need  of  an 
augmented  and  reliable  water  supply  and  future  development  in 
the  form  of  council  house  construction  to  meet  local  needs  and 
modernisation  of  existing  dwellings  are  dependent  upon  the  provision 
of  piped  water.  Council  house  schemes  for  several  of  these  parishes. 
Canon  Pyon,  Staunton-on-Wye  and  Norton  Canon,  prepared  in 
outline  years  ago  have  had  to  be  set  aside  until  this  comprehensive 
water  scheme  was  approved.  The  absence  of  a  piped  supply  in  the 
villages  referred  to  has  also,  naturally,  prevented  the  installation  of 
sewers  and  sewage  treatment  works. 
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(5)  The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  1952  when  the  Council’s  preparations 
for  this  comprehensive  scheme  began,  has  disheartened  and  irritated 
people  in  the  parishes  who  are  suffering  hardship  through  insufficient 
water  ;  and  there  has  been  criticism,  unmerited  criticism,  that  the  Council 
has  not  exerted  itself  as  it  ought,  to  push  this  scheme  through.  I  mention 
that  fact  in  order  to  show  that  there  is  a  public  demand  for  piped 
water,  which  has  been  voiced  not  only  to  me  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  but  to  members  of  the  Council  as  local  representatives.  This 
piped  water  scheme  is  not  something  that  is  being  thrust  upon 
the  people  ;  there  is  adequate  evidence  that  the  people  want  it. 

(6)  The  Water  Act  1945  refers  specifically  to  piped  water  for  schools.  At 
most  of  the  schools  in  this  district  the  water  is  either  bad  or  is 
insufficient.  The  provision  of  school  meals  at  all  these  schools,  coupled 
with  the  continuing  inadequacy  of  water,  makes  mockery  of  hygiene, 
both  personal  and  culinary,  in  spite  of  improvisations  of  one  kind  or 
another  and  of  the  efforts  of  the  school  staffs.  The  answer  to  the  problem 
is,  again,  piped  water. 

(7)  The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  urged  local 
authorities  to  encourage  owners  of  old  houses  that  are  structurally 
sound,  to  modernise  them  using  Improvement  Grants,  where  applicable. 
Many  of  the  people  who  would  be  eligible  for  these  grants  cannot 
obtain  them  because  of  their  inability  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
relating  to  indoor  water  supply,  sanitation,  and  hot  water  systems. 
The  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  could  be  raised  by  a  wide  use 
of  Improvement  Grants ;  and  this  improvement  in  housing  would 
be  reflected  in  rateable  values.  Publicity  by  the  Council  regarding 
Improvement  Grants  will  be  relatively  ineffective  until  such  time  as  piped 
water  has  been  made  available. 

(8)  Production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the  district  and  the  attestation 
of  both  beef  and  dairy  herds  have  been  proceeding  at  a  very  rapid  pace 
during  recent  years.  The  efforts  of  the  local  officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  this  direction  and  also  to  raise  the  general 
standard  of  farming  in  the  county,  have  had  another  effect  which  is  of 
interest  to  the  Council  as  the  Water  Authority,  in  that,  in  the  absence  of 
a  Council  Water  Scheme,  farmers  have  been  encouraged  to  provide  their 
own  supplies  of  pure  water  and  have,  in  fact,  been  given  grant  aid  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  longer  the  delay  until 
the  Council’s  water  scheme  is  in  operation,  the  larger  will  become  the 
number  of  farmers  who  will  not  wish  to  connect  to  our  water  mains, 
and,  therefore,  the  greater  will  become  the  annual  loss  of  revenue  to  the 
Water  Authority.  This  grant  system  constitutes  a  duplication  of 
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expenditure  of  public  moneys  that  will  probably  continue  until  there  is 
reasonable  expectation  of  construction  work  beginning  on  our  water 
scheme. 

(9)  Under  Section  One  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the 
Council  were  required  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  their  proposals 
for  dealing  with  houses  that  are  unfit  for  human  habitation.  No  detailed 
survey  of  housing  in  the  District  having  been  carried  out,  a  provisional 
figure  of  124  unfit  houses  was  submitted.  On  the  basis  of  data  available 
from  two  other  Rural  Districts  in  North  Herefordshire  in  which  complete 
surveys  have  been  carried  out  and  in  which  the  general  standard 
of  housing  is  not  obviously  lower  than  that  in  Weobley  Rural  District, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  ultimately  be  found  that  there  are 
approximately  250  unfit  dwellings  in  our  district. 

The  replacement  of  even  200  worn-out  dwellings  constitutes  a 
problem  of  some  magnitude  for  this  Council ;  and  no  serious  approach 
to  dealing  with  it  can  be  made  unless  approval  is  accorded  the  Council’s 
proposals  for  piped  water.  The  possible  introduction  of  legislation  to 
transfer  to  public  ownership  many  houses  at  present  privately  owned 
would,  in  the  event,  accentuate  the  problem  already  created  for  us  by 
our  unfit  houses,  because  the  Council,  as  the  new  owners,  would  be 
expected  to  modernise  and  repair  where  necessary.  This  would  be 
virtually  impossible  in  many  cases  unless  our  comprehensive  water 
scheme  is  approved  and  installed. 

(10)  In  order  to  discharge  our  statutory  duty  to  rehouse  persons  living  in 
unfit  dwellings,  new  sites  for  council  house  construction  will  need  to  be 
acquired  throughout  the  district.  Selection  of  these  sites  will  be  greatly 
facilitated  if  our  piped  water  scheme  is  approved.  The  difficulty 
of  providing  sufficient  water  at  sites,  even  with  the  expense  of  sinking  a 
bore,  has  been  the  main  stumbling  block  in  the  past ;  and  it  has  lead  to 
council  house  building  being  concentrated  mainly  in  or  around  the 
villages  where  a  larger  number  of  houses  could  be  served  by  one  source, 
thus  reducing  the  cost  per  house  and  therefore  lowering  rents.  This 
policy  was  the  only  one  that  the  Council  could  accept  under  the 
circumstances,  but  it  has  disadvantages  that  are  now  being  recognised. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  is  that  should  this  policy  of  building  at  the 
villages  be  continued,  the  countryside  will  become  progressively  denuded 
of  people  ;  and  the  old-world  character  of  the  villages  and  hamlets  will 
alter  through  their  increasing  size  and  the  influx  of  new  groups  of 
people.  The  availability  of  public  transport  from  these  villages  will  mean 
that  many  country  people  who  obtain  a  council  house  at  the  villages,  will 
seek  higher  paid  employment  in  light  industry  or  in  trade  in  Hereford  or 
Leominster.  This  process  is  bound  to  produce  profound  sociological 
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changes.  The  environment  in  which  children  are  reared  influences  the 
course  of  their  lives  ;  and  transfer  from  the  open  countryside  to  villages 
that  are  in  course  of  being  semi-urbanised  by  extensive  council  house  con¬ 
struction  and  by  daily  public  transport  services  to  town,  cannot  but  have 
the  effect  of  aiding  a  revolutionary  process  that  is  already  in  being  in 
this,  as  in  other  rural  districts.  This  revolutionary  process  is  steadily 
undermining  the  old,  placid,  stable  way  of  life  in  the  countryside.  It 
has  arisen  from  the  cumulative  effects  of  the  mechanisation  of  farming, 
the  rapid  electrification  of  the  parishes,  the  influence  of  the  press,  radio 
and  television,  the  provision  of  good  transport  facilities  both  private 
and  public,  and  from  a  vague  dissatisfaction  with  their  lot  in  life  that 
has  affected  so  many  people  in  post-war  Britain. 

(11)  The  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  throughout  the  district  will  enable 
the  Council  to  combat  the  trend  towards  the  urbanisation  of  villages, 
by  making  possible  the  building  of  new  houses  in  small  groups  right  in 
the  country,  at  places  where  the  people  are  living  at  present  and  even 
on  existing  sites  in  some  instances,  and  yet  provide  them  there  with  all 
the  amenities,  and  the  relief  from  drudgery,  that  piped  water  and  mains 
electricity  can  yield. 

*  Something  vital  will  be  lost  if,  in  the  course  of  providing  country 
people  with  better  homes,  we  destroy  a  way  of  life  that  has  much  to 
commend  it,  and  especially  in  these  days  of  rapid  social  change.  It  is  as 
much  with  that  in  mind  as  with  the  purely  public  health  aspects  of 
piped  water  supply  that  I,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  give  whole¬ 
hearted  support  to  the  Council’s  proposals. 
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